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PROSPECTIVE PLANTINGS
COLORADO HIGHLIGHTS

Colorado growers intend to plant 1,050,000 acresoaf for all purposes in 2009, 16 percent belast yaar's plantings.
Sorghum intentions are 180,000 acres, down 50,088sdrom plantings last year. Winter wheat segsliast fall for
harvest in 2009 at 2,500,000 acres, up 100,006 doven January’s report, and up 350,000 acres tt@2008 crop.
Growers intend to seed 30,000 acres of spring wihéatear, down 10,000 acres from last year. diea expected to
be seeded to oats, at 50,000 acres, is up 5,088 rom actual seedings a year ago. Plantingtiotenfor barley are
down 10,000 acres to 70,000. Growers intend totda5,000 acres of sunflowers this year, down @® &cres from
what they planted in 2008. The acreage of oiletas is expected total 100,000 acres, down 70:006s from last
year’s plantings. The area planted to non-oiletéas is expected to increase 1,000 acres to 25h0@ear. The State’s
dry bean growers indicate they will remain unchahge planted acreage from last year at 48,000 acidse area
planted to sugarbeets is expected to increase 2&@8 from last year’'s actual plantings to 36 80@s. Hay producers
in the State intend to harvest 1,600,000 acresy&ds, up 30,000 acres from the number of acrefociiay in 2008.

Near average, mountain snowpack should help farmhsappropriate water rights irrigate crops thésr. Currently,
most growing areas have short soil moisture supplienal acreages actually planted for several il be

determined by irrigation water prospects at plantime and changes in economic conditions betwesn and actual
planting.

UNITED STATESHIGHLIGHTS

Corngrowers intend to plant 85.0 million acres of ctonall purposes in 2009, down 1 percent from leesir as lower
corn prices and unstable input costs are discougagdome growers from planting corn. If realizeds till be the
second consecutive year-over-year decrease sifidel2Q will still be the third largest acreage &ii®©49, behin@007
and 2008. Expected acreage is down from last yearainy States, however, producers in the 10 major groducing
States (lllinois, Indiana, lowa, Kansas, Minnestgsouri, Nebraska, Ohio, South Dakota, and Wisg9rcollectively
intend to plant 66.3 million acres, up slightlyrfrdhe 66.1 million acres planted last year.

The 2009 sorghum area intended to be planed fquaiosed is estimated at 6.96 million acres, daé/percent from
2008. Compared with last year, producers in a@testare showing a decline in intended acreagedulers in Kansas
intend to plant 2.80 million acres, down 3 perdeomn the previous year. The large decline is etguemn Texas, where
farmers intend to plant 750,000 acres less thaB.2B0anting was underway in early March acrosd theer Valey and
Upper Coast regions of Texas, as 18 percent obtage’s crop was planted by March 15, two percentagnts behind
the 5-year average.

Growers intend to plant an estimated 3.40 milliorea of oats, up 6 percent from the 3.22 millioreaglanted in 2008.
Most of the increase in acreage is expected tomhike Great Plains States. The largest acreagease is expected to
occur in lowa, where growers intend to plant 200,86res, 50,000 more than last year. Acreage intentncreased or
remained unchanged in all but 8 of the estimatitageS. The largest declines are in the Great Ladgion.

Over please
Barley growers intend to plant 3.95 million acres 2009, down 7 percent from last year. If realjzbds will be the third
lowest barley planted acreage on record. In Nodhdia, the largest barley-producing State, the @rpeplanted area is



1.55 million acres, down 6 percent from 2008. Gnmaia California, Minnesota, New York, Washingtamd Wyoming
intend to decrease their acreage by 20 percentooe.nPlanted acreage is expected to decline taddow levels in
California, Michigan, Minnesota, New York, and Ut&bregon expects to match its lowest acreage ardec

The 2009 winter wheat planted area is estimatedR& million acres, up 2 percent from tiddénter Wheat Seedings
report. Acreage increases from the previous repere mainly in the Hard Red Winter growi&gates. States with the
most notable acreage increases from the previdimade were Oklahoma, Texas, a@dlorado. Of the total acreage,
about 30.9 million acres are Hard Red Winter, 88fion acres are Soft Red Winteand 3.65 million acres are White
Winter. Winter wheat conditions declined over thiater in several States. Moistusbortages are a concern in Texas,
Oklahoma, and KansaOther Spring Wheat growers intend to plant 13.3ionilacres this year, down 6 percent from
2008. Of the total, about 12.7 million acres aredHR&ed Spring wheat. The largest expected acreageakes are in
Montana, down 300,000, North Dakota down 200,00w®rs in both South Dakota and Minnesota intenglsmt
100,000 fewer acres than last year

Producers intend to harvest 60.3 million acresliohay in 2009, up slightly from 2008. Harveste@alis expected to
increase from last year throughout most of the @érBreat Plains and the Pacific Northwest. OklaapiMontana,

Kansas, and Wisconsin expect the largest increas#cieage harvested. North Dakota, Texas, Nortloli@ar and

Missouri expect the largest decreases in acreageedtad. Producers in Oklahoma and Montana intentiarvest

240,000 and 200,000 more acres, respectively, wgndevers in North Dakota and Texas expect to hai28,000 and
130,000 less acres, respectively.

Soybeans growers intend to plant an estimated mélion acres in 2009, up slightly from the acregdented in 2008
and will be the largest on record, if realized.htening soybean supplies and lower input costs ¢toam have resulted in
farmers intending to plant more soybean area thar.yCompared with last year, the largest incréssxpected in
Kansas, up 200,000 acres. Increases of 100,008 acreore are also expected in Arkansas, lowa,id4igpi, Nebraska,
North Carolina, North Dakota, and Ohio. Meanwhileg States with the largest expected declines @eduri and South
Dakota, both down 150,000 acres. If realized, thatpd acreage in Kansas and New York will be #ingdst on record,
and the planted acreage in North Dakota will teephevious record high.

Sunflower growers intend to plant a total of 2.0ifliom acres in 2009, down 18 percent from lastrydsat down only
500 acres from 2007. Area intended for oil typdetas, at 1.74 million acres, is down 20 perceoirf 2008. The area
intended for non-oil varieties, estimated at 33@,86res, is down 6 percent from last year.

Area planted to sugarbeets for the 2009 crop yseaxpected to total 1.15 million acres, 6 percéghdr than the 2008
planted acreage. Intended plantings increased fasiyear in all States except California, wheredpcers intend to
plant only 25,000 acres. If realized, this willadtsh a new record low for the fifth straight y&aCalifornia.

Dry beans growers intend to plant 1.55 million adre 2009, up 3 percent from the previous year apearcent higher
than 2007. The increase in planted acres can hbuad in part to favorably stable dry bean pricdsxpected area
planted to all chickpeas is 96,600 acres, up 18gmeifrom 2008 but 23 percent lower than 2007. Sohatkpea area, at
27,300 acres, is almost 3 times more acres thdnyéss and 2.5 times more than 2007. Large chiclqgmaage is
expected to be 3 percent lower than last year 8nae8ent less than 2007. Small chickpeas areatbfis peas that will
pass through a 20/64 inch hole screen.



